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blow up the great gate of Delhi, or to perish in the attempt.
They were laden with heavy bags of gunpowder, which they
deliberately piled against the gate. Man after man fell, riddled
by the enemy's shot, but man after man carried on the work
calmly and fearlessly.

At kst the fuse was well alight. In another moment there
was an awful explosion. The huge gates were shattered to
fragments, and at the same time little Bugler Hawthorn rang
out the heart-stirring charge, which called to his comrades to
dash up and show the mutineers a specimen of British pluck.
With desperate fighting Delhi was taken after a siege of fifteen
weeks, and when this stronghold of the Mutiny fell into our
hands our greatest fears for the safety of the Empire in India
were at an end. Among the first to enter the city of the
Moguls was a young lieutenant named Frederic Roberts, who
was afterwards to be the best-beloved General of the British
Army, the hero of the march to Kandahar, the victor of many
a hard-fought battle in Afghanistan, and saviour of British
prestige-in the dark days of the South African War. 'Little
Bobs,' as he was called, was staff, officer to Brigadier Sir
Neville Chamberlain, who had advanced with a .column of
native troops to the relief of Delhi. On the way some of the
soldiers revolted, and in his book of memoirs Lord Roberts
has described the awful punishment with which they were
rewarded for their treachery.

.< Chamberlain decided that they should be blown away from
the guns in the presence of their own comrades, as being the
most awe-inspiring means of carrying the sentence into effect,
A parade was at once ordered. The troops were drawn up so
as to form three sides of a square; on the fourth side were .two
guns. As the prisoners were being brought to the parade, one
of them asked him_ if they were going to be blown from the
guns to which they-were bound, and one requested that some
rupees he had on his person might be saved for his relations.
The Brigadier answered, " It is too late! " .

'The word of command was given ; the guns went off instan-